The Parable of the Wise and Foolish Virgins
Mat 25:1  “Then the kingdom of heaven will be like ten virgins who took their lamps and went to meet the bridegroom. 
Mat 25:2  Five of them were foolish, and five were wise. 
Mat 25:3  For when the foolish took their lamps, they took no oil with them, 
Mat 25:4  but the wise took flasks of oil with their lamps. 
Mat 25:5  As the bridegroom was delayed, they all became drowsy and slept. 
Mat 25:6  But at midnight there was a cry, ‘Here is the bridegroom! Come out to meet him.’ 
Mat 25:7  Then all those virgins rose and trimmed their lamps. 
Mat 25:8  And the foolish said to the wise, ‘Give us some of your oil, for our lamps are going out.’ 
Mat 25:9  But the wise answered, saying, ‘Since there will not be enough for us and for you, go rather to the dealers and buy for yourselves.’ 
Mat 25:10  And while they were going to buy, the bridegroom came, and those who were ready went in with him to the marriage feast, and the door was shut. 
Mat 25:11  Afterward the other virgins came also, saying, ‘Lord, lord, open to us.’ 
Mat 25:12  But he answered, ‘Truly, I say to you, I do not know you.’ 
Mat 25:13 Watch therefore, for you know neither the day nor the hour. 

The Jewish wedding
This parable is based on a traditional Jewish wedding
In a Jewish wedding, the fathers of the groom and bride arrange the marriage to mutually benefit both families involved. The betrothal or engagement would be arranged. The feelings of the groom and bride on the marriage did not usually get taken into consideration and it is possible that the groom and bride had never even met before the betrothal. The groom’s father would pay a bride price to the bride’s family to negotiate the betrothal and in essence “purchase” the bride. The groom would also give a gift to the bride’s which would become part of the property the bride would bring into the marriage. These gifts could be money, property or services rendered to the bride’s family. A good father was expected to share or give the entire gift to his daughter.
The betrothal was important as it was as binding as the marriage itself and contracts were signed. After the betrothal the groom would return to his father’s house to prepare a bridal chamber in his father’s house. It normally took a year or more to prepare the additional rooms for his bride and then he would return and fetch his bride. The bride would not know the day or hour of her husband-to-be’s return, so the groom’s arrival was usually announced with a trumpet call and a shout, so the bride had some forewarning.
Before the ceremony, which was attended by only a few selected family members, the bride would take part in a ritual cleansing. After the ceremony the couple would attend a wedding feast which included a much larger crowd of people. It was a great celebration provided by the groom’s family.



Jesus was on the Mount of Olives when his disciples came and asked Him about the sign of His coming and the end of the Age.
Jesus told them 3 parables depicting how the end of the age would be.
1. The faithful and evil servant
2. The wise and foolish virgins
3. The parable of the talents.
We will be discussing the second parable about the wise and foolish virgins. It is told to emphasize the importance of being ready for Christ’s return. The metaphor of a wedding is used to illustrate the end of the age and Christ’s return.
This prenuptial process can be seen as symbolic of Christ’s work on our behalf. Jesus left the home of His Father (Heaven) and travelled to the home of his prospective (Bride)    (The Church) (earth) to purchase her for a price; that is His own blood. Jesus has given His bride the priceless token, the indwelling of the Holy Spirit. The oil in the parable is a depiction of the Holy Spirit.
The groom goes back to his father’s home to prepare a home for his bride, and she does not know when he will come back to fetch her, but she must be ready to leave at any time.
This can also be viewed as a metaphor for Jesus ascending to heaven to prepare a place for His Bride(the church) 

Joh 14:2  In my Father's house are many rooms. If it were not so, would I have told you that I go to prepare a place for you? 
Joh 14:3 And if I go and prepare a place for you, I will come again and will take you to Myself, that where I am you may be also. 

When the groom returns, he will take the bride and then the marriage feast can begin.
When Jesus fetches his church, they will all partake in the marriage supper of the Lamb

Rev 19:7 Let us rejoice and exult and give Him the glory, for the marriage of the Lamb has come, and His Bride has made herself ready. 

1Th 4:16  For the Lord himself will descend from heaven with a cry of command, with the voice of an archangel, and with the sound of the trumpet of God. And the dead in Christ will rise first. 
1Th 4:17 Then we who are alive, who are left, will be caught up together with them in the clouds to meet the Lord in the air, and so we will always be with the Lord. 


The wise virgins
The wise virgins who have the extra oil has the indwelling of the Holy Spirit and the Holy Spirit has taken residence in them. They are “born-again’ believers that has been made spiritually alive through the new birth and a saving faith in Jesus Christ. 
Joh 14:6  Jesus said to him, “I am the way, and the truth, and the life. No one comes to the Father except through me. 
Joh 14:7 If you had known me, you would have known my Father also. From now on you do know him and have seen him.” 
                              ~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
Joh 14:15 “If you love me, you will keep my commandments. 
Joh 14:16  And I will ask the Father, and he will give you another Helper, to be with you forever, 
Joh 14:17  even the Spirit of truth, whom the world cannot receive, because it neither sees him nor knows him. You know him, for he dwells with you and will be in you. 
Joh 14:18  “I will not leave you as orphans; I will come to you. 
Joh 14:19  Yet a little while and the world will see me no more, but you will see me. Because I live, you also will live. 
Joh 14:20  In that day you will know that I am in my Father, and you in me, and I in you. 
Joh 14:21 Whoever has my commandments and keeps them, he it is who loves me. And he who loves me will be loved by my Father, and I will love him and manifest myself to him.” 

John 3:3
Jesus answered him, “Truly, truly, I say to you, unless one is born again, he cannot see the kingdom of God.” 

Titus 2 :11-13
Tit 2:11  For the grace of God has appeared, bringing salvation for all people, 
Tit 2:12  training us to renounce ungodliness and worldly passions, and to live self-controlled, upright, and godly lives in the present age, 
Tit 2:13 waiting for our blessed hope, the appearing of the glory of our great God and Savior Jesus Christ, 

The foolish virgins

The five foolish virgins represent professing believers who do not have the indwelling of the Holy Spirit. The Holy Spirit may be working upon their lives, but they pay no heed to the calling of the Spirit. 
The” Lord, Lord” and “I do not know you” fit very well with Jesus’ condemnation of the false believers.
I Never Knew You
Mat 7:21  “Not everyone who says to me, ‘Lord, Lord,’ will enter the kingdom of heaven, but the one who does the will of my Father who is in heaven. 
Mat 7:22  On that day many will say to me, ‘Lord, Lord, did we not prophesy in your name, and cast out demons in your name, and do many mighty works in your name?’ 
Mat 7:23 And then will I declare to them, ‘I never knew you; depart from me, you workers of lawlessness.’ 

Mat 13:41  The Son of Man will send his angels, and they will gather out of his kingdom all causes of sin and all law-breakers, 
Mat 13:42  and throw them into the fiery furnace. In that place there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth. 
Mat 13:43 Then the righteous will shine like the sun in the kingdom of their Father. He who has ears, let him hear. 

2Co 6:2 For he says, “In a favorable time I listened to you, and in a day of salvation I have helped you.” Behold, now is the favorable time; behold, now is the day of salvation. 
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