Walk in the light to have the joy of the Lord
I John 1:1-10, 1 John 1:1-2
What was Heard, Seen, and Touched
1Jn 1:1 That which was from the beginning, which we have heard, which we have seen with our eyes, which we looked upon and have touched with our hands, concerning the Word of life— 
1Jn 1:2  the life was made manifest, and we have seen it, and testify to it and proclaim to you the eternal life, which was with the Father and was made manifest to us— 
1Jn 1:3  that which we have seen and heard we proclaim also to you, so that you too may have fellowship with us; and indeed our fellowship is with the Father and with his Son Jesus Christ. 
1Jn 1:4  And we are writing these things so that our joy may be complete. 

Fellowship with Him and one another
[bookmark: _Hlk198310641]1Jn 1:5  This is the message we have heard from Him and proclaim to you, that God is light, and in Him is no darkness at all. 
1Jn 1:6  If we say we have fellowship with Him while we walk in darkness, we lie and do not practice the truth. 
1Jn 1:7  But if we walk in the light, as He is in the light, we have fellowship with one another, and the blood of Jesus His Son cleanses us from all sin. 
1Jn 1:8  If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. 
1Jn 1:9  If we confess our sins, He is faithful and just to forgive us our sins and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness. 
1Jn 1:10  If we say we have not sinned, we make Him a liar, and His word is not in us. 
1Jn 2:1  My little children, I am writing these things to you so that you may not sin. But if anyone does sin, we have an advocate with the Father, Jesus Christ the righteous. 
1Jn 2:2  He is the propitiation for our sins, and not for ours only but also for the sins of the whole world. 


Memory verse
Rom 3:23,24  for all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God, 
and are justified by His grace as a gift, through the redemption that 
is in Christ Jesus.
Introduction/ Background
This letter was written by the disciple John who was one of the original 12 disciples of Jesus, during His ministry on earth. 
It was written between 90 - 95 AD most likely from Ephesus to the churches of Asia Minor over which John exercised apostolic leadership.
He was greatly advanced in age and was the sole surviving apostle who had a close relationship with Jesus and witnessed the ministry, death, resurrection and ascension of the Lord.
John also wrote the letters second and third John, The Gospel of John and Revelation.
John wrote the letter in answer to the False teachings that had infiltrated the church and threatened to destroy the fundamentals of the faith and the churches. 
These teachings claimed that Jesus physical body was not real but only seemed real. There were many other heresies that denied that Jesus was God in the flesh. 
It is still the same today in many churches that create a Jesus of their own imagination to suit their own tastes and accommodates their sin. 
Instead of divine revelation standing as Judge over Man’s ideas, man’s ideas judges God’s revelation.
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
1Jn 1:1 That which was from the beginning, which we have heard, which we have seen with our eyes, which we looked upon and have touched with our hands, concerning the Word of life— 
1Jn 1:2  the life was made manifest, and we have seen it, and testify to it and proclaim to you the eternal life, which was with the Father and was made manifest to us— 
· Joh 1:1  In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. 
· Heb 13:8  Jesus Christ is the same yesterday and to-day, and for ever. 
· Joh 17:5  And now, Father, glorify thou me with thine own self with the glory which I had with thee before the world was. 
· Word of life: The Gospel (Good news ) is that Jesus (Who is God) came to earth as a Man, to pay the penalty for our sins on the cross of Calvary. He was raised from the dead on the third day and was with his disciples until he ascended to heaven.
· We are all born sinners on the way to eternal punishment. The only way to have eternal life is to be born again.
· Joh 3:3  Jesus answered and said unto him, Verily, verily, I say unto thee, Except one be born anew, he cannot see the kingdom of God. 
~~~~~~~
1Jn 1:3  that which we have seen and heard we proclaim also to you, so that you too may have fellowship with us; and indeed our fellowship is with the Father and with His Son Jesus Christ. 
1Jn 1:4  And we are writing these things so that our joy may be complete
· This letter wants to create joy in the readers. The proclamation of the reality of the Gospel produces a fellowship in eternal life, and fellowship in eternal life produces joy.
· Fellowship does not mean social relations, but that his readers were to be
partakers /partners with John in possessing eternal life. He writes to affirm
the physical reality of Jesus and also to produce salvation in the reader.

 It is important that we make the distinction between joy and happiness, for joy is a quality of the spirit, whereas happiness is a quality of the emotion. So happiness is a variable, because it is related to the outward circumstances.)
But joy is a thing of the heart, the spirit, and it isn’t a variable. It doesn’t change; it’s a constant. Because it is a joy that is related to my relationship with God, which is a constant. That relationship doesn’t change, things may go bad, they may be horrible, but my relationship with God is secure, therefore I have the fullness of joy.
~~~~~~~
1Jn 1:5  This is the message we have heard from Him and proclaim to you, that God is light, and in Him is no darkness at all. 
1Jn 1:6  If we say we have fellowship with Him while we walk in darkness, we lie and do not practice the truth. 
1Jn 1:7  But if we walk in the light, as He is in the light, we have fellowship with one another, and the blood of Jesus His Son cleanses us from all sin. 
· The message that John and the apostles preached came from God not from men.
· God is Holy/ Perfect: Isa 6:3  And one called to another and said: “Holy, holy, holy is the LORD of hosts; the whole earth is full of his glory!” 
· Light – Biblical truth/ Holiness, Purity: Joh 8:12  Again Jesus spoke to them, saying, “I am the light of the world. Whoever follows me will not walk in darkness, but will have the light of life”
· Darkness – Biblical error, Falsehood / Sin, wrongdoing : Joh 3:19  And this is the judgment: the light has come into the world, and people loved the darkness rather than the light because their works were evil.


~~~~~~~
1Jn 1:8  If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. 
1Jn 1:9  If we confess our sins, He is faithful and just to forgive us our sins and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness. 
1Jn 1:10  If we say we have not sinned, we make Him a liar, and His word is not in us. 
· False teachers & unsaved people walk in darkness. They practise sin habitually. They deny the existence of a sin nature. If someone does not admit to being  a sinner, they will not see the need for a saviour and the need to repent and salvation cannot happen in their life. 
· We need to recognise and acknowledge that we are sinners in need of cleansing and forgiveness. 
· God has said that all  people are sinners and to deny that fact is to blaspheme God with slander that defames His name.
Rom 3:23,24  for all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God, 
and are justified by His grace as a gift, through the redemption that 
is in Christ Jesus.
~~~~~~~
1Jn 2:1  My little children, I am writing these things to you so that you may not sin. But if anyone does sin, we have an advocate with the Father, Jesus Christ the righteous. 
1Jn 2:2  He is the propitiation for our sins, and not for ours only but also for the sins of the whole world. 
· Although a Christian must continually acknowledge and confess sin, he is not powerless against it. Fulfilling the duty of confession does not give license to sin. Sin can and should be conquered through the power of the Holy Spirit.
· The sacrifice of Jesus on the cross satisfied the demand of God’s holiness for the punishment of sin. 
· World is a generic terms that indicates Mankind – not every single individual.
· Christ actually paid the penalty only for those who would repent and believe.

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
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